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TESSA LARK

Violinist Tessa Lark is one of the most captivating artistic
voices of our time. A 2020 GRAMMY nominee in the
Best Classical Instrumental Solo category, recipient of a
2018 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship, 2016 Avery Fisher
Career Grant, Silver Medalist in the 9* Quadrennial
International Violin Competition of Indianapolis, and
winner of the 2012 Naumburg International Violin
Competition, she has consistently been praised by critics
and audiences for her astounding range of sounds, technical
agility, and musical elegance. A budding superstar in the
classical realm, she is also a highly acclaimed fiddler in the
tradition of her native Kentucky, delighting audiences with
programming that includes Appalachian and bluegrass
music, as well as new music she has inspired composers to
write for her.

Highlights of Lark’s 2021-22 season will include: debuts
at London’s Wigmore Hall and Carnegie Hall’s Zankel
Hall; return appearances for recital series such as Cal
Performances and Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum;
and numerous concerto engagements, including the world
premiere of Michael Schachter’s violin concerto, Cycles of

Life, with the Knoxville Symphony (April 2022).

Lark’s debut commercial recording — SKY, a bluegrass-
inspired violin concerto written for her by Michael
Torke, played with the Albany Symphony Orchestra
—earned a 2020 GRAMMY nomination for Best
Classical Instrumental Solo. Her growing discography
includes: Fantasy, an album of fantasias by Schubert,
Telemann, and Fritz Kreisler; Ravel’s Tzigane, and Lark’s
own Appalachian Fantasy; Invention, a debut album of
the violin-bass duo Tessa Lark and her fiancé Michael
Thurber that comprises arrangements of Two-Part
Inventions by J.S. Bach, along with non-classical original
compositions by Lark, Thurber, and Eddie Barbash; and
Astor Piazzolla’s Four Seasons of Buenos Aires, released

in 2020 with the Buffalo Philharmonic in honor of

Piazzolla’s 100-year anniversary.

A fourth recording, The Stradgrass Sessions, will be released
in the 2021-2022 season. It includes collaborations with
composer-performers Jon Batiste, Edgar Meyer, Michael



Cleveland, and Sierra Hull; works by Barték and Ysaye;
and the premier recording of John Corigliano’s solo violin

composition, STOMP.

Lark’s belief in the power of music to foster global
connection and community manifests in her genre-defying
collaborations: the violin-bass duo Lark and Thurber
featuring original works inspired by American folk
traditions; a string trio with composer-bassist Edgar Meyer
and cellist Joshua Roman; and a duo partnership with jazz

guitarist Frank Vignola.

In addition to Lark’s performance schedule, she is a
champion of young aspiring artists and supports the

next generation of musicians through her work as Co-
host/Creative of NPR’s From the Top, the premier radio
showcase for the nation’s most talented young musicians.
She also serves as mentor and board member of the Irving
M. Klein International Strings Competition.

Lark plays a ca. 1600 G.P. Maggini violin on loan from
an anonymous donor through the Stradivari Society of

Chicago.

ANDREW ARMSTRONG

Praised by critics for his passionate expression and dazzling
technique, pianist Andrew Armstrong has delighted
audiences across Asia, Europe, Latin America, Canada,
and the United States, including performances at Alice
Tully Hall, Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, the Grand
Hall of the Moscow Conservatory, and Warsaw’s National
Philharmonic.

Armstrong’s orchestral engagements across the globe have A NDREW
led him to perform a sprawling repertoire of more than
55 concertos with orchestra. He has performed with such
conductors as Peter Oundjian, Itzhak Perlman, Gunther
Herbig, Stefan Sanderling, Jean-Marie Zeitouni, and
Stanislaw Skrowaczewski, and in chamber music concerts
with the Elias, Alexander, American, and Manhattan
String Quartets. Armstrong has also performed as a
member of the Caramoor Virtuosi, Boston Chamber Fiendsofchambermusic.com |

ARMSTRONG
Piano
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Music Society, Seattle Chamber Music Society, and the
Jupiter Symphony Chamber Players.

In addition to directing Chamber Music on Main at the
Columbia Museum of Art (SC) and the Chamber Music
Camp at Green Lake Festival of Music (WI), Armstrong
is devoted to outreach programs and playing for children.
His performances are heard regularly on National Public
Radio and WQXR, New York City’s premier classical
music station. This spring, Andrew and violinist James
Ehnes released the complete cycle of ten Beethoven Violin
Sonatas to celebrate the master’s 250th birthday in 2020.

LUDWIG VAN
BEETHOVEN:
SONATA NO. 8 IN
G MAJOR, OP. 30,
NO. 3

This sonata, one of three in Opus 30, was written in 1802
and published the following year. These years mark the
beginning of what is called Beethoven’s middle period, the
time in his life when his hearing deteriorated to the degree
that he began to share the news with close friends. In
October of 1802, he wrote the Heiligenstadt Testament,
in which he described both his terror at the hearing loss
and his belief that art was his sole source of comfort.

This sonata, of the three in Opus 30, does not reflect that
personal anguish but is an energetic and lyrical dialogue
between the violinist and the pianist. The fast first and
third movements surround a charming and graceful minuet.

TESSA LARK:
JIG AND POP
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A native Kentuckian, Tessa grew up with bluegrass,
Appalachian, and other American folk styles. This is her
own work and was inspired by a fiddle-sounding motif
that her partner, Michael Thurber, asked her to learn

and improvise on for one of his pop songs. The bustling
optimism immediately sparked more ideas for this piece, a
virtuosic moto perpetuo (perpetual motion) inspired by the
reel of an Irish fiddle master playing a simple tune, over
and over, but in a new and entrancing version each time.



This three-movement piece, named after a popular dish

in Lark’s native Kentucky, was commissioned by Carnegie
Hall and written for Tessa Lark by composer Michael
Torke, whose music is influenced by jazz and minimalism.
Each movement, named for the three ingredients of spoon
bread (cornmeal, milk, and eggs), is written in a harmonic
language that is unmistakably American.

MICHAEL TORKE:
SPOON BREAD

STOMP was written by the iconic American composer,
John Corigliano, who has written numerous works for solo
instruments, chamber ensembles, and vocal groups. About
the piece, he says that it “...demands a theatrical mind,

an unerring ear, and a delight in making music with the
entire body. It is supposed to be fun for the audience, and
a workout for the soloists.” According to the composer,
there are three key factors at play: 1) the two outer strings
are tuned to non-standard pitches, 2) the piece is modeled
on American fiddle music, bluegrass, and jazz, and 3) the
violinist must periodically stomp with his/her foot along
with the music, as in traditional fiddle music.

JOHN
CORIGLIANO:
STOMP

This work was composed by John Lewis, the pianist and
musical director of the Modern Jazz Quartet, for whom
the piece became a signature composition. Written in
memory of Belgian gypsy guitarist Django Reinhardt, the
work is on the NPR 100, a list of the 100 most important
American musical works of the 20th century, as compiled

by National Public Radio editors.

JOHN LEWIS:
DIANGO

Wiritten in 1886 when Franck was 63, the sonata was a
wedding gift for the 28-year-old virtuoso violinist Eugéne
Ysaye, sometimes referred to as “The King of the Violin.”
The work, one of Franck’s most well-known compositions,
appears regularly on concert programs and is in the core
repertoire of all major violinists. Jascha Heifitz, for

example, played it at his final recital in 1972.

The sonata in four movements is cyclic in nature: all the
movements share common thematic threads. The sonata
exists in versions for multiple other instruments, including
cello, oboe, and alto saxophone. The setting for cello and
piano was the only alternative version sanctioned by Franck.

CESAR FRANCK:
SONATA IN A
MAJOR FOR VIOLIN
AND PIANO
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Program Notes
Continued

MAURICE RAVEL: In 1922, Ravel met London-based Hungarian violinist

TZIGANE Jelly d’Arényi at a private event; she was performing the
Bartok First Violin Sonata with Béla Bartk himself at the
piano. D’Ardnyi was the chamber partner of cellist Pablo
Casals and pianist Barték, who dedicated both of his violin
sonatas to her. Ravel asked her to play some gypsy tunes
for him; from this meeting came 7%igane, a rhapsodic and
virtuosic composition imbued with Hungarian musical
themes and references. The piece was dedicated to Ms.
d’Ardnyi and completed just two days before she premiered
the work.

— Program Notes by Alix Corboy

THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS have made gifts in the last 12 months. Your generous
support is invaluable in assuring our continued standard of excellence. Thank youl!

$20,000+ Darlene Harmon David S. Pearlman
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation William Hoffman Fred & Rosemary Pittroff
The Denver Foundation Michael Huotari & Jill Stewart Martha Records & Rich Rainaldi
Scientific and Cultural Facilities Philip Levy John Richardson

District Frank Moritz, in memory of Richard & Jo Sanders
Shuttered Venues Operators Grant Dr. Pat Moritz Ray Satter

Kathy Newman & Rudi Hartmann ~ San Mao Shaw
$5,000+ Mary Park & Douglas Hsiao David & Patty Shelton
Anonymous Raphael Levy Memorial Foundation, Berkeley & Annemarie Tague
Colorado Creative Industries in memory of Ann Levy Dr. Lela Lee &

Doug & Laura Moran Dr. Norman Wikner
$2,500+ Mpyra & Robert Rich Joan Winstein Charitable Fund
Alix & John Corboy Jeremy & Susan Shamos Jaclyn Yelich
Lisa & Steve Bain Chet & Anne Stern
Ellen & Anthony Elias Reed & Claire Stilwell * $250+

Anonymous
$1,000+ $500+ Carolyn & Ron Baer
Anonymous Barbara Bohlman Theodore Brin
David Alley Andrew & Laurie Brock, in memory Kevin & Becky Durham
Patsy & Jim Aronstein * of Allan Rosenbaum Richard Foster
Linda & Dick Bateman Judy Fredricks Joyce Frakes
Bob & Cynthia Benson** Kathe & Michael Gendel Sissy Gibson
Kate Bermingham Grynberg Family Melanie Grant
Howard & Kathleen Brand David Hildebrand & Margaret John S. Graves
Bucy Family Fund Woodhull Norman & Pam Haglund
Janet & Henry Claman Foundation Rex & Nina McGehee Larry Harvey
David & Joan Clark Kim Milletc Richard W. Healy
Brian & Kathy Dolan Kirsten & David Morgan Timothy & Elizabeth Hepp
Carol Ehrlich Beth Neva, in memory of my David & Ana Hill
Michael & Lor Gehret daughter, Heather Neva Dietrich Hoefner &
Paula & Stan Gudder, i memory of  Elana Newman Christina Metcalf

Mike Farley John & Mary Ann Parfrey
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Bill & Priscilla Juraschek, 7z honor
of Edward Towbin

Edward Karg & Richard Kress

George Kruger

Carol & Lester Lehman

Judy & Dan Lichtin

Philippa Marrack

Pamela Metz & Charlene Byers

Marilyn Munsterman &
Charles Berberich

Rosemarie Murane

Jill & Lee Richman

Kathryn & Tim Ryan

G. Veillette & L Slater

Aaron & Becky Szalaj

Walter & Kathleen Torres

Cheryl Walters

Jeff & Martha Welborn

Barbara & Joseph Wilcox

$100+

Joan & Bart Alexander

Ginny & Jim Allen

Catherine Anderson

Mrs. Martin E. Anderson

Scott & Joan Barker

L.D. Jankovsky & Sally Berga

Hannah Kahn & Arthur Best

Carolyn & Joe Borus

Jennifer Bowlds

Meri Brown

Joan & Bennie Bub

Arna & Marty Caplan

Ciristina Carrasco

Elizabeth Cookson &
Carolyn Keene

Barbara and Herschel Cravitz

Anne Culver

Jim & Jana Cuneo

Susan & Tim Damour *

Mark Evers & Virginia Gruber

Fackler Legacy Gift

Charles & Jill Ferguson

Bob Fullerton

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Ginsburg

Peter & Gabriela Gottlieb

E.V. Groman

Lisa Hartman & Ed Stein, iz honor
of Andrew and Laurie Brock

June Haun

Kenneth Hovland

Stanley Jones

Ann & Douglas Jones

Karen Kaplan, in memory of
Michael Kaplan

Theresa & Bob Keatinge

Alec Kemp

Roberta & Mel Klein

Michael & Wendy Klein

Dan Knopf

Richard Koseff

John Krhovjak

Richard Leaman

Vicki Lenox-Pool

Donna Levene

Igor & Jessica Levental

Mark & Lois Levinson

Rachel Levy

Arthur Lieb

Marilyn Lindenbaum

Paul & Carol Lingenfelter

Nancy Livingston, in memory of
Dr. Louis & Nellie Mae Duman

Charles & Gretchen Lobitz

Evi & Evan Makovsky

Andrew Martin

Mary Mendenhall

Jeanne Mitisek

Joanna Moldow

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Montgomery

Nils & Sue Nelson

Desiree Parrott-Alcorn

Dr. Lynn Parry &
Dr. Herbert Fried

Bruce Polkowsky

Carol Prescott

Sarah Przekwas

Bennett Scharf & Linda Redding,
in honor of Mary Park

Gregory Allen Robbins

William & Merry

Donald Schiff, 7z memory of
Rosalie Schiff

John & Patricia Schmitter

Alan & Gail Seay

Steven Snyder

Marcia Strickland

Clé Symons

Molly Wagner

Adriana Weinberg

Frank Gay & Barbara Wright

R. Dale Zellers

$50+

Anonymous

Anita Wilenkin & Leslie Andrews

Anitonia Banducci

Bettina Basanow

Nancy Bell

Barbara Carter

Gini Chrisco

Laura Clark

Christina Clayton

Keith Corrette, in memory of
Sam Lancaster

Nancy Farley

Stephen Fincher

Roberta & Bill Fishman

John & Debora Freed

Lucy Garrett

Barbara Gilette & Kay Kotzelnick

Sanders Graham

Rhonda Harshbarger

Jennifer Heglin

Shelley Hull

Bill Inama

Patricia Jonietz

Sheila Kowal and Blake Chamblis

Jack Henry Kunin

Doris Lackner, in memory of Edwin
Kornfeld

Bruce & Marcy Leonard

Martha Lindsley

Scott Lundgren & Eilliott Key

Mari Lurie

Marilyn Madsen

Mary Mcllhany, in honor of
Chad Kearney

Estelle Meskin

Patrick and Carol Mullins

Larry O’Donnell

Donald Orr

Douglas Penick

Robert J. Rasmussen

Margaret Roath

Herb Rothenberg, in memory of
Doris Rothenberg

Ginny Swenson & Pat Sablatura

Cheryl Saborsky

Edward Sachs

Mary Scott

Kathleen Spring

Paul Stein

Michael & Michelle Stern

Shirley V Sullivan

Steve Susman

Lincoln Tague

William Vigor

Lyn & Warren Wickelgren

Phillip Wolf

Dan & Patricia Wright, i memory
of Dr. Kent Kreider, a lighthouse
to his family and to his friends,

both medical and musical.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

to the many FCM patrons who
donated the value of their tickets
for cancelled concerts in the spring
0f 2020. Your generosity made
such a difference as we navigated
the many issues related to the
pandemic. We are so grateful for
your support!

* Gifts made to FCM Endowment
** Legacy Donor
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UPCOMING CONCERTS

Arnaud Sussmann, violin
Anna Polonsky, piano
Wed, Oct 6, 2021

Harlem Quartet

Michael Brown, piano
Mon, Dec 13,2021

Inon Barnatan, piano
Viano String Quartet
Wed, Feb 16, 2022

Benjamin Grosvenor, piano

Wed, Mar 16, 2022

Quatuor Ebéne
Wed, Apr 6,2022

SPECIAL THANKS

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
FACILITIES DISTRICT (TIER IlI)

for supporting FCM’s outreach
efforts through school residencies
and master classes

COLORADO PUBLIC RADIO
(KVOD 88.1 FM)

for broadcasting FCM concerts on its
“Colorado Spotlight” programs

(
FRIENDS OF
CHAMBER

MUSIC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alix Corboy, President
Lisa Bain, Vice President
Anna Psitos, Secretary
Brian Simons, Treasurer

We Fund
Culture.
BES

BONFILS

STANTON

Daniil Trifonov, piano

Thu, May 5, 2022

All concerts begin at 7:30 pm at Gates
Concert Hall, 2344 E. 1hff Avenue,
Denwver

MUSIC IN THE GALLERIES
Clyftord Still Museum
1250 Bannock Street, Denver

Patterson/Sutton Duo
Sun, Oct 10, 2021
1:00 & 2:00 PM (identical concerts)

Noor Quartet
Sun, Nov 14, 2021
1:00 & 2:00 PM (identical concerts)

BONFILS-STANTON FOUNDATION
for sponsorship of FCM’s Piano Series
and audience development programs in
memory of Lewis Story

ESTATE OF JOSEPH DEHEER

ESTATE OF SUE JOSHEL

for providing lead gifts to the FCM
Endowment Fund

BOARD MEMBERS Chet Stern

Kafe Bermingham Walter Torres
Dietrich Hoefner Eli Wald

Dan Knopf

John Llebsack ;NE‘:AR;::: BOARD
Jay hN\eod Rosemarie Murane
f/?(;ryy/ F[’Vq?l\:vmon Suzanne Ryan
Myra Rich PROJECT

ADMINISTRATOR
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn

THE DENVER FOUNDATION

Gates Concert Hall « Newman Center for the Performing Arts « University of Denver
friendsofchambermusic.com



